The Classroom in Bits:

Social/personal participation and motivation in secondary distance education


Through a combination of qualitative methods, I will attempt to address several questions relating to distance education in the secondary school. Specifically, I will be examining the potential impact of Senate Bill 74, which ascribes Distance Learning (DL) classes a primary role in addressing the educational needs of high school students in the context of course offering shortfalls of their high schools. My focus will be on students’ perceptions of course importance, effectiveness, and issues of comfort and ease, as compared to the social and educational context of the traditional public high school and other classroom experiences. Specifically…

· How do high school students describe their interaction with DL course materials, online instructors, other students, and overall academic expectations of their DL class?

· Do these DL students describe achievement, participation levels, and course satisfaction commensurate with the expectations inferred from current research?

· How would these students describe the social and academic context in which participation in DL courses resides, and what impact does their perception imply for achievement and course satisfaction?

· How do these students perceive the importance and impact of DL course offerings in terms of their own personal and educational needs, and the general effectiveness of the high school as a context for educational opportunity?

· What implications do the perceptions and attitudes of these students have for course design, delivery, and content? …for further research?

This semester, I will be focusing on students who did not participate successfully in DL classes – either dropped the class, or did not pass it.

Data I have so far:

· Chronological log of data collection process from first semester, including observations about context, gatekeeper issues, and embedded politics and motivation for study

· The generated text notes from two classroom observations.

· Three individual interviews of student participants in DL classes, with two complete transcriptions to text, and one partial transcription

· One group interview of five DL course participants, with complete transcription to text.

Data I will attempt to obtain this semester

· Two or more further interviews, specifically of students whose participation in DL classes was not successful (see above)

· I will attempt to survey as many of the DL class participants in FCPS that I was unable to interview (there are about 15).

